them, and that together you will seize the person of the
Emperor and the executive power and at once set up a
provisional Government on the lines detailed in this
Schedule. Here are the documents, three copies of them
duly signed by you all and sealed with your private seals.
These documents are your acts and deeds, they are
evidence of the extent to which you stand for peace and
seek it* Let me in justice gladly add that the names
Hypatius and Ponipeius are not among the signatories/'

"Show me that document," Nicanor said; "forgery is a
very easy matter/'

Justinian tossed a parchment across the table. "Forgery
is by no means easy to honourable men," he said. "I
hand this duplicate parchment deed to our Spiritual
Father here. He will see that it is throughout in the hand
of that man opposite, Philemon, letters from whom, for
the easier comparison, are now in our Spiritual Father's
hands. This agreement, signed and sealed by each one
of you, is Archidamas' copy. I defy you to deny your
signatures. Your usual signatures are here on the parch-
ments lying on the table. Anyone here can see that-
these documents are your acts and deeds. I defy you
to hand me your signet rings. That ring upon your,
finger, Nicanor, is that of the Quadriga and Nike, here
impressed. Your ring, Kallimachus, is the Persian Seal of
the running Gazelle, here imprinted. Yours, Theo
phrastus, is the double Corn-Ear, peculiar in this, that
your seal has a chip in its left upper quadrant. Dare you
show your ring to prove that it is not so?"

There was utter silence in the House. The Patriarch
looked at the writing, compared it with some parchments
already at his side, and then looked at Nicanor for some
word of protest or explanation. Nicanor was calm.
Kallimachus was clutching the table; Menippos wasv
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